Giving an Opinion

	(strong)
	(neutral)
	(tentative)

	I’m convinced we should use an agent.
	I think we need a bigger sales force.
	It seems to me we should try to diversify.

	I’m sure the Japanese market has big potential.
	As I see it, we must build up our middle management.
	I tend to think our designs are old-fashioned

	I have no doubt the new factory will make life a lot easier.
	In my opinion, we should offer a bonus.
	I feel our competitors are more market-orientated


Agreeing

	 (strong)
	(neutral)
	(tentative)

	I totally agree.
	I agree with you.
	Maybe you’re right.

	I agree entirely with Peter.
	I think you are right.
	Perhaps.

	I couldn’t agree more.
	That’s true.
	I tend to agree with you

	Absolutely! /Precisely! /Exactly!
	
	I suppose so.

	I quite agree.
	
	


Disagreeing

	 (strong)
	(neutral)
	(tentative)

	I don’t agree with you at all.
	I don’t really think so.
	I’m not so sure.

	I totally disagree.
	I can’t see that, I’m afraid
	I tend to disagree.

	It’s out of the question.
	I’m afraid I can ‘t agree with you there.
	Do you really think so?

	Of course not.
	
	Is that such a good idea?

	You’re quite wrong about that.
	
	

	Rubbish! /Nonsense! /No way!
	
	


Making Suggestions 

	(neutral)
	(tentative)

	I suggest (that) we buy from the French supplier.
	We could sell the business.

	I would suggest strengthening our management team.
	What about appointing a new agent?



	
	Why don’t we borrow some more money?



	
	Perhaps we should make a takeover bid.

	
	It might be worth setting up a joint venture.


Opinions

Give an instant opinion on one of the topics below, then ask the other members of the group what they think:

eg lt seems to me that private schools are a bad thing because they give the children of the rich a huge advantage! What’s your reaction to that, Michael?

•
private schools

•
football hooligans

•
nuclear power

•
computers

•
smoking in public places

•
military service

•
capital punishment .. 
•
unemployment

•
marriage

